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enocide, by its very nature, does ncl
Gbrecd many survivors. When a few do

manage to witness, or survive, firing
squads, gassing, Systematic torture, of mass
rapes, their brave words cry out for justice.

I's a commodity in shor supply in the
Middle East For the millions of Iragis whose
lives have been touched by the atrocities of
the regime of Saddam Hussein, justice looks
tike a distant dream. One of those dreamers is
a grave digger from Suleiinaniyya who coura-
geously came forward with this testimony.

“I must have buried 600 or maybe up to
1,000 people — all killed by the secret police
between 1985 and 1989. Sometimes they were
Kurdish guernifas, somclimes
women, sometimes  chijldren.
Sometimes they'd been tortured,
There were other grave diggers,
but I'm sure I buried most of
thern.”

Another brave witness is a resi-
dent of Basra whe tells of what
happened in his neighbourhcod
during the uprising in southern
Iraq which foliowed Kuwait’s lib-
cration,

“We went into a house, into the living room.
There were the bodies of two young girls
completely naked, hung from the fan that was
suspended from the ceiling,

“In another room was the vest of the family
—~ at least eight bodies, including a child under
the age of two, The bodies were bleated - it
had been at least two days. The streets of the
neighbourhood were full of bedies, lying in
heaps. I saw whole familics cut to picces,
artns, hands, legs.”

There's no shortage of testimonies and cer-
winly no shortage of crimes 10 be judged. Last
Wednesday, a group of Iragis launched an
international campaign 10 seek support for the
cstablishment of a war crimes tribunal for
Iraq. Backed by the opposition moveinent, the
Iragi National Congress, the campaign called
INDICT aims to lobby the Security Council 1o
sct up a mechanism to try the Iragi president
Saddam Hussein and some 38 of his sentor
officials for geiocide and crimes against
humanity.

The charges against Saddam Hussein —
numbering 37 in all - read like the recent his-
tory of Irag: the gassing of thousands of

Kurdish civilians in Halabja, the invasions of
Iran and Kuwait, the torture and killings of
thousands of Iragi Shia after the Kuwait war,
the systematic destruction of the habitat of the
Marsh Arabs, the abduction of Kuwaiti citi-
zens ... the list goes on.

Against his henchmen, the charge sheet
reveals personal involvement in acts of execu-
tion, torture and rape against fraqi civilians.
Like Ali Hasssan al Majid, the sccurity chief,
who personally participated in the mass mur-
der of the inhabitants of the village of Dujail
after an attempt was made on the life of the
president there. Or the first deputy prime min-
ister, Taha Yassin Ramadan, accused of 11
charges including ordering the murder of a
group of insurgents by having tanks run over

There is no shortage of evidence

to back the charges,

for meticulous records were
kept of the orders for detention,

forture and executions

their heads. Or Uday Tikriti, Saddam’s son
who is accused of eight counts of murder, sex-
ual assault on lragi women, and personally
selecting large numbers of Basra residents for
execution for their role in the insurgency.

Therc is no shortage of evidence to back the
charges, for as in the mule of Pol Pot in
Cambodia, meticulous records were kept of
the orders for detention, torture and execu-
tions. Amongst this burcaucracy of genocide,
the memo wiitten by Security headquarters in
Baghdad to the ditector general of the Dohuk
governorate lo shoot 95 per cent of demon-
strators, keeping the remaining 5 per cent for
interrogation. There are also careful records
and lists kept of cvery village ordered for
“elimination” and reports on when and how
the orders were carried out.

From Sulaimaniyya security headquarners,
there is a list of 87 names neatly written out
tecording their execution for such ciimes as
trespassing into forbidden zones or being an
Iranian agent, or teaching Kurdish.

What then is the prospect of justice for the
Iraqi people? The Jews had their day in count
in Nuremberg in the aftermath of 1he Second

ddam’s day of judgement

World War. The Yugoslavs and the Rwandans
are also now painstakingly investigating the
details of genocide cairied out in their coun-
tries. Why not a tribunal for Iraq, the opposi-
tion is asking?

The campaign for an international tribunal,
INDICT, began in London last week with the
backing of a group of Brilish MPs. At the
House of Commons launch, messages of sup-
port were read out from British Prime
Minister John Major, Lady Margaret Thatcher
and the government of Kuwait. In March, the
campaign goes to the United States,

Its supporters argue that such a tribunal will
emphasise the distinction in law between the
Iragi people and the present leadership. It will
also cripple any diplomatic inoves of those
named in the indictunents.
Despite these messages of sup-
port, Western
uncomfortable with the idea of a
war crimes tribunal for Iraq. The
establishment of a tribunal origi-
nally surfaced during discussions
over resolutions passed against
Iraq for its invasion of Kuwait. It
was quietly dropped fater.
lts revival could face oppesition
from Irag’s supporters in the
Securily Council, such as France and Russia,
Both nations are owed billions of dollars in
debts for arms by the Iragi regime and both are
subsequently anxious for oil production and
trade to fully resume. Even those nations con-
stdered most hostile towards the Iragi leader-
ship such as Britain and the US nray baulk at
moves to further isolate the only nation capa-
ble of facing Iran.

leaders remain |

As a spokessnan for the British Foreign ‘

Office put it: “Obviously we share the objec-
tives of the campaign to bring Saddam
Hussein 1o justice. However, we doubt the
process of Yugoslavia can be duplicated for
Iraq after such 4 long passage of time.”

As for crippling diplomalic moves by those
named i the indictments, on the very day the
campaign was launched, Iraq's vice premier.
Tariq Aziz, was having talks with the French
foreign minister Herve de Charette. Aziz's
visit to France was part of a European tour
which included Belgtum and Spain.

Justice, it secins, could be a long thme com-
ing for the people of Irag.
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